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Effective 
immediately, all 
venous access 
lines must be 
clamped when 
not in use.



Points of 
Emphasis

ALL Venous Access Devices 
(VADs), both peripheral and 
central, must be clamped 
when not in use.  

This will help prevent 
potentially life-threatening air 
embolism, exsanguination, or
Catheter-Associated 
Bloodstream Infections.





Standard stock item on inpatient units: (No Clamp needed on tubing)
BD MaxPlus minibore ext. set (MP5310-C)

• Needleless connector fused to 
tubing (Not removable)

• Does not come with a clamp 
(not needed on extension set since 
cap is non-removable)

• No distal wing design 

Auto-Sub (Only when above item is on backorder): 
BD MaxPlus minibore ext. set with removable needleless connector (MP5313-C)

• Distal wing designed to grip / 
stabilize tubing when removing 
needleless connector

• Comes with a clamp

• Packaging states “Removable connector”

Differences between 
MaxPlus extension 

sets @ MGH



When and Why
Flush?

WHEN: 
• VADS are aspirated for blood return and 

then flushed prior to each infusion. 

WHY:
• Any residual blood can serve as a source 

for infection.

See below policy regarding routine flush of 
central venous catheters

https://hospitalpolicies.ellucid.com/documents/view
/15623

https://hospitalpolicies.ellucid.com/documents/view/15623












Key CLABSI 
prevention 
measures 

Perform hand hygiene

Needleless connector: disinfect including the 
threads with alcohol wipe (Chlorhexidine for 
PICU patients > 2 months of age) for a 
minimum of 15 seconds prior to each access

The above step can be bypassed if Curos 
cap has been in place for at least one 
minute

Flush using push/pause technique, which 
creates turbulence and therefore is the most 
effective way to clear a central line



New 
Admission



In 
Conclusion…

Use
• Use proper hand hygiene

Clamp
• Clamp when not in use

Flush
• Flush after each access

Use
• Use push/pause flushing technique

Scrub
• Scrub the hub

Use
• Use Curos caps on all peripheral and 

central ports when a CVC is in place
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